THE MEANING OF

he Passion
of the Chrl St

Mel Gibson’s film, The Passion of the Christ, resurfaces several
age-old questions: "Who killed Jesus the Messiah?” and
“Why?” and "Was it really Jesus?" Couldit be that some
people are rethinking the answers or considering them openly for
the first time? In this article we want to address these questionsin
reverse order.

Was Christ killed?
Did Jesus really die onthe cross?

Some object to The Passion account onthe grounds that it is
inconsistent with God's ways. They believe Jesus was the Messiah
but deny that he died and rose again from the dead. Further; they
do not understand how the death of Jesus could save anyone else:
"Howcould God allow such a holy prophet to be kiled by unholy
men? Wouldn't God rescue the Prophet somehow?" These are
very good questions. Yes, God didrescue Jesus — and how
glorious his rescue! But first Christ had to die and take away the
sins of the world. This theme is woveninto the very fabric of Holy
Scripture from beginning to end; to remove it is to destroy the
integrity of God's\Word. The work of Christ is shown throughout the
Book to triumph over the shame of sin and death. Praise beto
God! All the prophets before Christ testified to this. As God
revealed more to them over time, they addedto the details of who
the Messiah would be and what he would do. They consistently
predicted his sufferings and his glories that would follow.

Even Jesus' disciples rejected the prophecies of his death.

So he had to rebuke them and correct their thinking. The gospel
says that Jesus told his disciples that he must suffer many things,
and be kiled, and on the third day be raised to life. Once Peter took
him aside and began to rebuke him: "Nevey; Lord!" he said. "This
shall never happen to you!" And Jesus said to Peter; "Get behind

me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; you do not have in
mind the things of God, but the things of men." Then, onthe day of
his resurrection Jesus walked with two other disciples and rebuked
them for their despair: "'Howfoolish you are, and how slow of heart
to believe all that the prophets have spoken! Did not the Christ
have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?' And
beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them
what was said in all the Scriptures conceming himself." So we see
that Christ's death was revealed to the prophets and foretold long
ago. One can argue, perhaps, that Jesus was not the Messiah.
But to argue that he was replaced on the cross ignores the
prophecies and the historical record.

The questionof "Why?" can be
answered together with the question,
"Who really killed Christ?"

In The Passion of the Christ the camera shows Gibson himself
holding the nail aboutto pierce the hand of Jesus the Messiah.
Part of the producer's intent was to personally accept the guitt for
the death of this sinless man and to show that every person is
responsible for the death of the Messiah. Why? "Because all
have sinned and fall short of the glory of God." (Romans 3:23)
Jesus died for the sins of all who repent and believe.  His blood
screams out that God has the right to uphold His honor and send
us to hell for our rebellion! But God looks to the sacrifice of
Jesus and sends messengers of peace to the very ones whose
sins have outraged Him.

But whoreally kiled Christ? We have not fully answered this
question yet. The gospel states that the enemies of Jesus did only
what God had planned, but it was hidden from them. During his
interview with Jesus, the Roman Govemor, Pilate, said, "Don'tyou
realize | have power either to free you or to crucify you?" Jesus
answered, "You would have no power over meff it were not given
to you from above." Utimately, then, it was God Who killed Christ!
Is this blasphemy? No! It is this very truth that has openedmy
eyes to God'smercy through Christ. The Torah reveals in Isaiah's
prophecies that his suffering was for my salvation and yours, if we
believe: "He was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed
for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon
him, and by his woundswe are healed. We all, like sheep, have
gone astray, each of us has tumed to his ownway; and the LORD

has laid on him the iniquity of us all." (63:5-7). Once Jesus told his
disciples, "l am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down
his life for the sheep . . . No onetakesit fromme, but | lay it down
of my ownaccord. | have authority tolay it downandtotake it up
again." The life of Jesus was not forcefully taken from him; he
offered it freely!

The purpose of Christ's death was to absorb the wrath of
God for us who believe.

Otherwise, friends, we would all be immeasurably shamed and
condemnedbefore a holy God! "There is none righteous, not
evenone. . ." We are without hope whotrust in our own
goodness to win favor with God. Impossible! And we know that
God will not show mercy without justice. But it is written that
"God demonstrated his love toward us in that, while we were yet
sinners [hopelessly shamed)], Christ died [honoring GOD] for us."
What greater demonstration of God's perfect justice and mercy
couldthere be? Further, what appeared to be Christ's defeat
was actually his greatest victoryl This movie, like the historical
Gospel itself, seeks not to condemnanyone in particular but
condemnseveryone dike. Andit shows the amazing, saving
grace and love of God for the whole sinful word. Every sinner
who remembers that scene on the cross should hear Christ say,
"Father; forgive them!"

Each person's etemnal destiny depends upon his
viewpoint of this event. Those who admit their shame and
need of a Savior, and trust in Jesus' sacrifice, are forgiven,
delivered from wrath, and reconciled to God. But those who
scoff, and ignore the saving power in the death of Christ, do not
find favor with God. Instead, they remain in their dishonoring sin
and shame under the just judgment of God, like a man bitten by
a serpent who refuses the antidote.

What about you? If you believe this and seek to honorGod in
Jesus, you can be freed fromthe tormentof your shame. He is
honoredwhen you trust in Him. His grace — that is his generous
goodwill to bless you, and his infinite power to do that — will take
away your sins and give you etermal life.
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